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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
afler SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period vwll apply and v^ll expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
• - Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply vAW, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07/01/04 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-22 is/are rejected, 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)\3 objected to by the Examiner 

Appticant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonm PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see # 13, filed on 07/01/04, with respect to the rejection(s)of 
claim(s) 1-22 under U.S.C. 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Gryskiewicz (USPN 6545724) and Gryskiewicz's et al. (USPN 
6545724). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 10-11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gryskiewicz (USPN 6545724) in view of Gryskiewicz' s et al. (USPN 6646686). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant appUcation. Based upon 
the earUer effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art only under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) might be overcome by: (1) a showing under 37 
CFR 1. 132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not an invention "by another"; (2) a showing of a date of 
invention for the claimed subject matter of the application which corresponds to subject matter 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference, prior to the effective U.S. filing date of the reference 
under 37 CFR 1 . 13 1; or (3) an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1 . 130 stating that the 



Application/Control Number: 09/703 , 1 62 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2674 

application and reference are currently owned by the same party and that the inventor named in 
the appUcation is the prior inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104, together with a terminal disclaimer in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.321(c). For applications filed on or after November 29, 1999, this 
rejection might also be overcome by showing that the subject matter of the reference and the 
claimed invention were, at the time the invention was made, owned by the same person or 
subject to an obUgation of assignment to the same person. See MPEP § 706.02(1)(1) and § 
706.02(1)(2). 

Regarding claims 1 and 10, Gryskiewicz of USPN 6545724 teaches that by assigning 
alpha values, a flickering which results from display on analog television receivers may be 
decreased. See coi. 3, lines 49-53 However, Gryskiewicz of USPN 6545724 does not teach the 
alpha values such that the alpha values indicate how a video signal and graphic signal are to be 
combined. Gryskiewicz et al. of USPN 6646686 on the other hand teach a system (100) 
receiving alpha values (14) such that the alpha values specify how graphic signal (10) and a 
video signal (12) are to be combined. See col. 2, Unes 59-62. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to replace Gryskiewicz 's alpha value that is taught in USPN 6545724 by 
another type of Gryskiewicz' s alpha value that is taught in USPN 6646686 for the purpose of 
improving display of information on a display monitor such as television display (col. 2, lines 
40-45). 

In addition, Gryskiewicz et al. of USPN 6646686 teach a run-length encoder 26 as shown 
in Fig. 1 to be a software program executed on a processor-based system, which compresses the 
stream of alpha values 14 entering the system 100. See col. 7, lines 4-7. 
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Regarding claim 1 1, Gryskiewicz (USPN 6545724) teaches various types and use of 
flicker filters including (PER) filter. See col. 1, lines 38-63 

Claims 2-9, 12-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable Gryskiewicz 
(USPN 6545724) in view of Gryskiewicz 's et al. (USPN 6646686) in further view of Young et 
al. (USPN 6144365). 

Regarding claims 2-4, 6, 8-9, 16, 18-20 and 22, Gryskiewicz (USPN 6545724) as 
modified has been discussed above, However, Gryskiewicz (USPN 6545724) does not teach 
comparing the alpha value to a predetermined threshold value, subtracting the alpha value fi'om a 
threshold value and performing division with respect to alpha value. Young on the other hand 
teaches the alpha test unit (306) which compares the alpha value of a pixel to a threshold and 
outputs the result to "Z compare unit" which in turn transfers its own output to alpha blending 
unit (310). See Fig. 3. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify Gryskiewicz' s display system on television to adapt 
Young's alpha test unit (306) as configured in Fig. 3 and alpha blending unit (310) as detailed in 
Fig. 4. One would have been motivated in view of the suggestion in Young that the alpha test 
unit (306) along with Z compute unit (308) coupled with alpha blending unit (310) equivalently 
provide the desired "comparison of alpha value to a predetermined threshold. The use of alpha 
test unit (306) and blending unit (310) helps a system of computer graphics and image 
processing as taught by Young. 

In addition Young further teaches details of alpha bending unit (310) to include adder, 
subtract or, muhiplier and divider (430, 422, 428 426) as shown. See Fig. 4. Furthermore since 
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Yong teaches the alpha test unit (306) which compares the alpha value to a predetermined 
threshold value, it would be obvious to utilize Young's concept of threshold comparison of alpha 
value inside Gryskiewicz' system of alpha blending. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
ascertained that the predetermined threshold value could be manipulated mathematically in a 
desired format and manner. 

Regarding claims 6, 12-14 and 16-22, as mentioned above, Gryskiewicz et al. of USPN 
6646686 teach a run-length encoder 26 as shown in Fig. Ito be a software program executed on a 
processor-based system, which compresses the stream of alpha values 14 entering the system 
100. See col. 7, lines 4-7. It would also be obvious to utilize Young's concept of threshold 
comparison of alpha value inside Gryskiewicz' system of alpha blending. 

Regarding claims 5, 7, 15 and 21, Gryskiewicz (USPN 6545724) teaches various types 
and use of flicker filters including (FIR) fiUer. See col. 1, lines 38-63. Also, Gryskiewicz as 
modified with Young teaches the alpha test unit (306) comparing the alpha value to a threshold. 
It would be obvious to of ordinary skill in the art to ascertain that the threshold comparison of 
alpha can be utilized with respect to any appropriate flicker filter. 

Conclusion 

3 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appUcant's 
disclosure. The following art is cited for further reference, 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,734,85 1 to Leatherman 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication fi-om the examiner 
should be directed to Abbas Abdulselam whose telephone number is (703) 305-859L The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday (9:00-5:30). 
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If attempts to reach the exammer by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached at (703) 305-4709. 



or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, Crystal Drive, Arlington, 
VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology center 2600 customer Service office whose telephone 
number is (703)306-0377. 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 



Abbas Abdulselam 



Examiner 



Art Unit 2674 



January 20, 2005 
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